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seem to he absolutely certain. A number may he seen in the British Museum (" Anglo-Roman " Room, Table-Case B, and Bronze Room, Table-Case D). Illustrations of similar objects may also be found in J. Battely's Antiq. Rutiqnnae (1745 ed. in Opera Posthuma), p. 129 ; Roach Smith, Antiquities of Richborougk, &c., p. 84, and PL vn.; JRomati London, PL xxxm. 14,15 ; Archceotogia, xxxix. p. 508; J. E. Price, Roman Antiquities, Mansion House, 1873, PL vin. 16, 17; Jacobi, das Romerkastell Saalburg, PL LXIX. 10, 11 ;a Friederichs, Kleinere Eunst, 569-579 ; and Jahrbucher des Vereins wnAlterthumsfreunden im Rhein-lande, xv. (1850), PL iv., Nos. 2,2a, 2b. These boxes are of Tarious shapes, square, oval, lozenge-shaped, heart-shaped, or rather bellows-shaped, and, like the present specimen, circular. Most of them are pierced at the bottom with three circular holes, and in the side with two square openings. On the lid they are frequently enamelled. The present specimen has a thin plate of silver, pierced with a very graceful design, laid on the lid. The lids of two specimens (of an oval shape, and of bronze) in the British Museum Bronze Room are decorated in relief with the heads of Domitian and Domitia respectively. One of the three specimens described in the Jahrbucher des Rheinland. Vereins cited above (No. 2b, circular and gilded) bears the heads, confronted, of Bomitian and Domitia. No. 2 in the same publication (circular, and plated with silver) is decorated with an eagle, the wings of which are displayed. These are all distinctively Roman types, but it by no means follows that the boxes served some official purpose.
1 For these references, and for much other information in connection with this paper, I have to thank Mr, C. H. Bead.